
MINUTES OF A SPECIAL FOBRA ZOOM MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 8TH 

OCTOBER 2020. 

 

The meeting had been limited to one representative per Association there were therefore no 

apologies. 

 

The Chairman Justin Draeger opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. 

1.  Somerset Place Association has been invited to join FoBRA.  This was put to the 

vote and agreed unanimously.  The Chair of SPA, Kari Ericson was asked to say a 

few words.  She said the new association was formed of inhabitants of houses and 

flats which had been created in Somerset Place. 

2. The Chairman then asked whether everyone had studied the draft consultation paper 

which had been sent out.  Patrick Rotherham then made a presentation.  He pointed 

out that the paper was the product of a vigorous discussion within the transport group. 

It represented the majority consensus, rather than being a unanimously agreed paper. 

He assumed that those with differing views would speak later.  He believed that the 

concept of LTNs was good, it intended to stop rat running and to persuade traffic onto 

main roads, defined as being ‘designed to take larger amounts of traffic which are 

suitable to and already carry through traffic, bus routes, LGVs and HGV’ in contract 

with ‘unsuitable residential roads’, unfortunately Bath did not have such demarcations 

and many of the major roads were also residential, London Road, A36, Bathwick 

Street for example.  Another worry was that these very residential roads were under 

represented by associations and for this reason by FoBRA.  Unless it is considered 

that these areas count for less than those in more obviously residential enclaves then it 

has to be faced that displacement from LTNs is a serious and difficult issue.  He 

believed that it needed a comprehensive traffic plan to make a major reduction in 

overall traffic volume in the City as was suggested to the Council in the summer. He 

had attended the webinar on the previous night and he felt that the council thought 

that the displaced traffic would just disappear, which is unlikely.  He much hoped that 

a consensus could be achieved on a balanced FoBRA response to the strategy by the 

end of the evening. 

 

There was a very vigorous talk after this introduction.  Jeremy Labram felt that 

perhaps this was scaremongering in saying there will be winners and losers.  Others 

felt that the redrafted paper was now fair particularly in the first 13 points.  Rachel 

Hushon suggested that the paper should have an addition about parking, and should 

state that there should be no more car parks planned for the City either new or off set.  

This was agreed by all. 

 

It was agreed that the first 13 points of the paper were addressed at FoBRA members, 

many of whom may not have read all the relevant paper on the proposed LTN.  Nick 

Tobin liked the paper and thought it should go forward. 

 



There was considerable discussion about the bullet points from 14 onwards.  Perhaps 

it was too prescriptive.  Each RA will have to respond in its own way, each will have 

a different feeling about LTNs and how they will be affected. 

 

Emilio Pimentel-Reid thanked the Transport Group and also agreed that the paper 

should oppose further car parks.  Elizabeth Hallam supported the paper but felt that 

Bath needs a whole transport plan, LTNs should be monitored and impact on local 

roads.  Ultimately people should be able to live, work and play in the City. 

 

It was again stressed that many of the main roads edged parks, play areas, community 

shops and homes and in Widcombe a primary school.  There was a general feeling put 

by Adam that the traffic should be looked at holistically; Tony felt that one way 

systems might help.  Could hotels be persuaded to use the park and ride for their 

guests? 

 

The paper should show that FoBRA is seeking a balance. 

 

The Chairman drew the meeting to a close by recommending that the paper as it stood 

should go forward as FoBRA’s agreed response, with the addition to paragraph 14 of 

a reference to our opposition to any new car park in the central area. 

 

The Council should understand that FoBRA is in favour of what they are trying to do. 

 

This was agreed by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kirstie Rowlandson 

 


